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PREFACE 


Abhramam bhangarahitam ajadam vimalam sadaa | 
Aanandatheerthamatulam bhaje tapatrayapaham // 


This is the English version of my Kannada booklet 
‘Bheemanakallu’ or ‘Madhwacharyara Bande’ released on 
Madhwanavami 1980. 


The existence of this seven century old rock on the 
banks of the Bhadra river according to the available data 
with the Public Works Department (rock dimension: about 
20 ft.x 16 ft.x 10 ft., oval shape, with about 80 ft. 
circumference and weighing about 50 tons) at Mavinakere, 
5 kms. from Kalasa, Mudigere Taluk, Chickamagalur 
District, Karnataka, 340 kms. away from Bangalore, 
which was the subject matter of tradition, was made 
known to the world by that farsighted and ever agile 
European, Mr. R.L. Rice, in the latter half of the 19th 

Century. Again, it was the young Harijan Deputy Commis- 
p sioner of Chickamagalur in 1975, Sri R. Shankarappa, 

who stole the honours of revealing the existence of 

such a rock and drew the attention of the Government. 


lf that is the service rendered by European and 
Harijan officers to Acharya Madhwa, what should be the 
proportionate service to be rendered by staunch Madhwas 
for the preservation and protection of such a rock lifted 
and placed on another one by their Moola Guru ? 


In July 1964, the A.B,M.M. (Akhila Bharata Madhwa | 
Mahamandala), which has celebrated its Silver Jubilee 
recently, was seized of the existence of such a rock 
(See Tatwavada, July 1964), and passed a resolution, 
in just under 16 years, in January 1980 (See Tatwavada, - 
Feb. 1980), being pressurised, to take’ steps to protect it! 
Kudos! Had only the Mandala minded, it would not have — 
been difficult for it to make the vicinity of the rock 
atourist-cum-pilgrimage centre, of - all India fame, a 
decade back. — Every ‘reader’ knows the efforts made by 
those interested to make the places memorable where : 


i) Swamy Vivekananda did tapas in Kanyakumari 


ii) his gurupatni took rest for a while in the precincts 
of Sri Ramakrishna’ Ashrama, ‘Basavanagudi, 
Bangalore Bie oo STE UAsON 


iii) the great and short lived Acharya Sankara was 
born. We 


Who can forget the hue and cry of the Moslem world 
recently, which succeeded in pressurising the Central 
Government to trace out the lost hair of the Prophet Mo- 
hamed, in Kashmir? 


Is it too late for the Madhwas, whether above or 
below the ghats, to join hands by forgetting their long 
standing differences, and gird up their, loins to rouse the 
attention of the Central and State Governments to make 
the vicinity of the rock a tourist centre of all India fame, 


at least within a couple of years, now that the State 
Government has stepped in to protect the inscription on 
the rock ? 


There is a saying in Sanskrit : 
Bhojanaachaadane chintaa vruthaa kurvanti vaishnavaha | 
Yosou viswambharo devaha swabhaktaan kimupekshyate ? 


Take the example of that memorable Sri Sripadaraja 
of the 16th Century A.D. He was forcibly driven to a 
barren area by some miscreants where he could not find 
even water and food. Sri Sripadaraja was a firm believer 
in God who has assured that 
_Na me bhaktaha pranasyati 


and lo! behold the miracle of the Lord ! 


It rained cats and dogs ! The Swamiji performed his 
daily routines and sat for the pooja of Lord Gopinath, and 
there appeared cart loads of food grains and everything 
to the taste of the Swamiji as he was destined to be a 
Sukha Prarabdhi throughout his lifetime! The next is 
part of history. 


The vicinity of this Holy rock is the best resort for those 
who believe in God in abandoning the buzz and noise of 
the towns and cities. This is the ideal place to perform 
the Chaturmasya Vratam. 


Will someone among the many heads of Madhwa 
Mutts take the initiative of observing the ensuing 
Chaturmasya and set an example to the other fellowmen 
so that the latter could emulate him in the years to come? 
Let us wait and see. 
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| am indebted to the renowned Sanskrit scholar, 
Dr. B.N.K. Sharma, for adoring this booklet: with his 
masterly introduction and also to Retired Prof. Nijagal 
K. Narasimha Murthy without whose. unstinted moral 
support and encouragement, this edition would not have 


seen the light of the day. 


My thanks are due to the Editor, who pioneered in 
flashing the news of the existence of the rock to the 
general public within a week from the date of receipt of 
the script in The /ndian Express,. Bangalore, on 13-6-1979 
and also to the State Librarian, Bangalore, for recognising 
the research work done by me and for having encouraged 
by making a bulk piles of 300 copies vee the Kannada 


Edition. 
M/s. Somanath Printing sees Jayanagar, have done 


good printing in minimum time. - 


Achaaryaaha Srimadaachaaryaaha santu'me janmajanmani 


Sri Vijayeendrara Aradhana _ 4 
1980 Harathi Raghavendra Rao 


Prakashnagar, Bangalore-21 Author 
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Madhwamunipriya, Vidyabhushana 
Dr. B. N. K. SHARMA 


World renowned Scholar and a Shining Star 
in the firmament of Madhwa Philosophy 


INTRODUCTION 


By 
Dr. B. N. K. Sharma, M.A., Ph.D., D.Litt. 
Retired Professor of Sanskrit, Rupare! College, 
Bombay-16 


Sri Madhwacharya, the founder of the Dwaita 
School of Vedanta Philosophy, besides being an intellectu- 
al giant, was blessed with a fine body of Herculean 
proportions and symmetry. Apart from his natural 
physical strength, he was agreat Yogin of Ashta-Siddhis. 
He was a superman in every sense of the term, a stately 
stalwart over seven feet in height with proportionate 
girth and lineaments. Tradition looks upon him as the 
third Avatar of Vayu, the other two being Hanuman and 
Bhima. The Acharya himself has proclaimed his identity 
with Vayu in some of his works. One of his immediate 
disciples, Trivikrama Pandita, after giving a complete 
description of a superman (Mahapurusha) : 


Shannavatyangulotshedho nyagrodha parimandalaha | 
Saptatalaha chaturhastaha sa devairapi poojyathe |] 
Asruta pratibha yasya srutismrutyavirodhinee | 
Vishruta nrushu jaatam cha tam vidyaat devasattamam II 


asserts that these characteristics were actually present 
in the Acharya personally for all to see: 
Pratyakshamevaitat lakshanam drushyate Bhagavati 


Bhashyakare 


The Madhwavijaya records only a few of.the miracles 
and the physical, psychical and intellectual feats per- 
formed by the Acharya. It should be remembered that 
they were well within the possibilities of Yogasiddhi, 
though not within the power of ordinary men. The author 
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of the Madhwavijaya says he has recorded only a few 
of them and has left out many which fell within the real 
of divine mysteries (Devaguhya). That. Madhwa had | 
mastered the techniques of Yoga and knew all about the 
hidden potentialities of Yogic discipline and could call 
them up when he wished to, is clear from the allusio 1s 
in his writings such as to the Yogic technique of waking 
up a yogi from his Samadhi state by touching him ata 
certain. point in the body (Gitabhashya I\l. 18) — the fact 
missed by many other commentators that in Samadhi, th e 
mind and Prana cannot be focussed at different centres of 
the body (Gita VIII. 12). One of the miracles exhibited by / 
Madhwa, recorded in the Madhwavijaya is the manner in 
which he discomfited a hefty wrestler by planting hi 
thumb on the ground and challenging him to dislodge it ; 
which he could not with all his strength. 


One of the Acharya’s miracles performed for lasting 
public good is associated with moving up with one hand 
a giant boulder measuring 20 ft. by 16 ft. and 80 ft. in 
circumference and placing it squarely on another rock 
below at what is now called Ambatirtha on the banks of 
the Bhadra river, near Kalasa in the Mudigere Taluk of ~ 
Chickamagalur District in Karnataka. The Madhwavijaya 
narrates the circumstances in which this miracle was 
performed to support the fall of the waters from a great 
height for the public benefit as a water fall. The grateful 
residents of Kalasa have recorded this event with 4 © 
suitable inscription on it in Sanskrit written in Kannada 
characters. The inscription reads ; 

Sri Madhwacharyaireka hastenaaneeya sthapita sila. 
“This boulder was moved up with one hand and placed 
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here by Sri Madhwacharya.°’ 

Judged by any standard this is indeed a feat of 
superhuman strength. It bears eloquent testimony to the 
great Acharya’s public spirit and superhuman muscular 
strength. The fact that the Madhwavijaya (XVI. 7-9) 
specificaily refers to this physical feat of the Acharya, 
though not to the inscription as such, is sufficient to 
establish its historicity. How the Acharya was able to 
move up the colossal boulder with one hand and deposit 
iton its base several feet above on another one below, 
which the people had assured him could not be done bya 
thousand men earlier tugging at it, is a mystery which 
cannot be solved by applying ordinary human standards. 
The only explanation of it is the intensity of concentrated 
impact of Yogic energy brought to bear on the boulder at 
the focal point, to negotiate its smoothly gliding over 
the base and resting there. 


Thanks to the utter want of historical sense on the 
part of the Madhwa community and its spiritual leaders, 
adequate public attention has not been given to the exis- 
tence of this historic boulder and its intimate connection 
with an event in the great Acharya’s life and travels 
down the centuries. 


The existence of the boulder with a remarkable 
inscription on it was first brought to the notice of the 
Archaelogical Department and the public by the farsighted 
Colonel Rice of beloved memory, in the Mysore Archae- 
logical Report and published later in the Epigraphica 
Carnatica (Vol. VI, page 27). The followers of Madhwa- 
charya have remained utterly indifferent to the existence 
of this great historical monument which adds a new 
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dimension to the personality of their Acharya. Their age 
long indifference and lethargy have been fortunately 
broken by the enthusiasm of a lone public spirited 
Madhwa gentleman, Sri Harathi Raghavendra Rao, Retired 
Tahsildar. He has moved mountains so to say, so far, 
in getting the present Government of Karnataka to bring | 
the monument under the purview of Protected Monume : 
of historical importance. He has taken the lion’s share 
in putting up’ the case for its retogiiton sand protection) 
from neglect or ae al 


{ } 


‘a 


governmental interest in the matter. He has earned 
immortal glory by bringing. out a booklet. in Kannada 
earlier and now following it up with an English version - 
of the same. He has spent time, energy and money on 
this labour of love and has toiled hard for years to place 
this monument on an enduring basis inthe minds and 
affection of the Acharya’s followers, in a living sense. 
He has also made the popular Government to discharge'its 
responsibility to the public in a handsome manner. 


| thank Sri Raghavendra Rao for corresponding with 
me on the topic of ‘’ Bhimanakallu * and enlisting my | 
interest in it. | deem it a privilege now to write this © 
introduction to this booklet in English which carries a_ 
photographic reproduction of the inscription on the rock 


for the readers to see and be convinced. 


Coimbatore, 
Date : 23-6-1980 B. N. K. Sharma 


SRI MADHWACHARYA 


e (A Brief Biography) 


Purnaprajna, who was born in 1199 A. D. in the 
village Pajaka near Udupi, became a Sanyasi when he was 
only abey. Hesoon started engaging his opponents 
in philosophical discussions and he invariably emerged 
victorious each time. He moved on foot from Anantha- 
Sayanam (Trivandrum) in the extreme south of India to 
Badari, a place at an altitude of 10,000 ft. above the 
mean sea level, in the Himalayas. He established Dwaita 
System of philosophy, whose main tenets may be 
summed up as follows : 


‘We may divide everything on the earth into two 
broad categories — the living (chetana) and the non-living 
(achetana). Entities like the mountain, the ground and 
water have no desire to perform any deed ;. nor do they 
possess any capacity to work by themselves. They are 
designated Jada (inert matter). Those which possess, 
though to a very limited extent, the desire to do some 
work and the energy to execute the desired work, are 
Chetana — living beings, like a man, a bird or an insect. 
When we say ‘my face’ or ‘your leg’, ‘I’ and ‘you’ 
represent the Jiva or the Atman or the Chetana which is 
enshrined in a body which is Achetana. There is a being 
which controls all the situations of the Chetana and 
the Achetana in this world, such as movements, actions, 
reactions and so on, Thatbeing is almighty, independent, 


entities of the world, It pervades the whole world and 
is therefore called ‘Vishnu’. All the non-living entities 
like the water or the mountain are essentially real* All 
of them possess a real distinctive existence and the 
differ from one another for all time. Similarly all Jivas 
are distinct entities with real mutual differences. , 


‘‘Paramatman, who controls all aspects of the living 
and the non-living, is essentially different from thems 
Thus the five-fold differences between Jiva-Jiva, Jada- 
Jada, Jiva-Jada, Jiva-Paramatman and Jada-Paramatmani 
are real and eternal. God, or Paramatman, is superior to 
all Jivas and Jadas and possesses the best qualities in an 
infinite measure, and some of them can be understood * 
only by a study of the Vedas. If a person is convinced of 
his insignificance and dependence, and contemplates on 
God with undiverted devotion, he may approach God 
after his ties with this world are severed and his endless 
cycle of births and deaths are terminated. In that 
condition — Moksha—he will secure permanent bliss 
commensurate with his individual status. In order to 
correctly understand the purport of the Sastras, there 
are only three Pramanas— Pratyaksha (perception by 
unaffected senses), Anumana (unimpeachable inference) 
and Agama (the devine word - revelation) *’. 


Purnaprajna was the name given to Acharya Madhwa 
on his initiation into Sanyasa by his Guru Achyutapreksha. 
After only a few days thereafter the young ascetic 
entered into discussions with a number of learned men 
like Vadisimha, Buddhisagara and refuted philosophical 
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systems like the Bauddha and the Adwaita. ’He establish- 
ed that Vishnu was the supreme Lord Of the Universe and 
He alone can confer permanent bliss on his devotees. 
Then his guru bestowed upon? him the title “Ananda- 
thirtha’, which means one who produced Sastras which 
will confer bliss on those who study them. The name 
‘Madhwa’ is the equivalent of ‘Anandathirtha’, and in 
course of time, it has become the popular’name of the 
Acharya. : 


The Acharya’s father was  a_pandit —Bhatta, 
belonging to the clan Madhyageha (central;house) among 
the Tulu speaking people of South Canara. He lived in 
the village Pajaka near Udupi. He named his son,,born 
in 1199 A. D., Vasudeva. Vasudeva studied, early in his 
boyhood under a teacher who belonged to the sect 
‘Pugavana’ (areca garden). When he was very young 
Vasudeva exhibited his astounding skill in repeating 
many Vedic hymns without distorting swaras (intonations) 
and without any kind of discontinuity. Later in life, 
when he participated in discussions, people. would 
reverentially refer to him as *Vedapravachanacharya ‘ 
(the great teacher who would quote the Vedas in an 
excellent manner). 


Achyutapreksha had studied well sacred books with 
Adwaitic comments. He wanted to teach a treatise 
‘Ishtasiddhi’ to his desciple. Thereupon Acharya 
Purnaprajna raised several objections on the very first 
verse and the guru was unable to answer them; there 
ended the attempt to teach Adwaita to his desciple. 
Being unable to answer the objections of Purnaprajna 


; 
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the guru was upset and he said, ‘You are pointing out 
many defects in the commentary of Acharya Sankara, 
if you know the special import of the Sutras, you yourself 
write an independent commentary!’ Purnaprajna said, 
‘So be it’ and kept quiet. 


_ Purnaprajna wanted to place his views before the 
learned men of his time and to note. their reactions. So 
he travelled southwards and travelled in many important 
places of pilgrimage such as Trivandrum, Rameswaram 


and Srirangam. Nowhere could his opponents score a: 


victory over him! 


Later, Purnaprajna turned directly towards the North 


and reached Badari. There he met Sri Vedavyasa and ° 


got inspiration from him to write his Bhashya. While 
returning homewards he met several learned men of 
repute, conquered them with his disputations and 
converted them to his faith — Dwaita. He described in 
detail his commentary on the Brahmasutras, which he 
had just completed. ie 


Purnaprajna has produced thirty seven books in all. 
Taken asa whole, they have been called ‘Sarvamula’ 
books. In his commentaries the Acharya has profusely 
used as his authority, sentences from the Vedas, the 
Itihasas and other Puranas, His own sentences are very 


brief, terse and meaningful. Sri Jayatirtha has produced — 


marvellous commentaries on them expounding the purport 
of the Achawa and thereby has fully earned the popular 
name ‘Tikacharya’, 


~ ae y, ad : on 
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Purnaprajna realised thatit is not easy for the 
COmmon man to grasp the difficult ideas contained in 
learned treatises in order to attain the Lord’s grace. He 
therefore installed the beautiful figure of Sri Krishna in 
Udupi and arranged for its continuous worship by 
appointing eight ascetics for that specific purpose. The 
Sanyasi gurus of the eight mutts started by them are still 
carrying on the worship of the Lord by an unbroken 
tradition and by a cycle of pujas with a two year period 
for each ascetic. 


In order to preach the principles of Dwaita to 
the masses, based on his commentaries, Purnaprajna 
initiated a learned Pandit, Sobhana Bhatta, into the order 
of Sanyasis and named him Padmanabha Tirtha. This 
ascetic is the original guru for all the present day famous 
Dwaita mutts of South India, such as Vyasaraja Mutt, 
Uttaradi Mutt and Raghavendra Swami Mutt. 


Among the householder disciples of the Acharya 
Trivikrama Pandit was the most famous. That brilliant 
exponent of Adwaita placed before the Acharya his 
profound knowledge of Logic, Grammar and Mimamsa, 
and argued in favour of Adwaita. But it all proved 
insipid before the great Acharya. Trivikrama accepted 
defeat and actually approved of the Dwaita interpretations. 
Having been convinced of the Acharya‘s greatness, 
Trivikrama composed a_ series of verses entitled 
‘Vayustuti’. Even today Madhwa ascetics repeat them 
daily at the time of their worship, and this proves the 
respect it commands from devotees. Anandathirtha also 
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put his seal of appreciation on it by adding two: poem 
named ‘Nakhastuti’. 


Trivikrama’s son, Narayana Pandit, had seen the 
Acharya during his early boyhood. ‘Sumadhwavijaya’ 
a Mahakavya composed by. him, has been considered 
as an authentic biography of the Acharya. It is being 
daily recited as Parayanam by thousands of his disciples. 


Purnaprajna was a staunch devotee of Vishnu, od he 
was endowed with a powerful body, like Bhima of ‘the 
previous Yuga. He had many yogic powers such as 
levitation and he exhibited them at times publicly. 


‘Sumadhwavijaya’ has recorded that he repeated 
some Vedamantras and produced at the same time sprouts 
out of seedlings. 


Vedic prayer says ‘let us live for a hundred (many) 
years’, ‘let us preach for a hundred years’ and ‘let us 
remain unconquered for a hundred years’... Purnaprajna, 
in accordance with these sayings, lived:long for seventy 
nine years. He was very strong in body; he used. to 
preach incessantly; he would score victory over 
opponents to his philosophy, every time. When he was 
explaining to his disciples the secret messages of the 
Itareya Upanishad, flowers were showered upon him by 
the gods, and he disappeared from view of everybody. 
This event has been described in ‘Sumadhwavijaya’, The 
day of his disappearance was the ninth day of the bright 
half of the month of Magha, and even today his disciples 
observe this day with great devotion. From the southern 
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tip of Kerala to Assam in the North of India, disciples are 


remembering the great Acharya with reverence, 


‘By merely remembering the movements, the sitting 
posture, the expositions of Bhagavata and Mahabharata 
and other items of his itinerary the disciples can get rid 
of their worldly miseries and attain Moksha. Madhwa’s 
actions can be somehow described by the gods. How 
can a man of poor intelligence do that work ?’ 

— Sumadhwavijaya 


5 ON es) 


Some of the great achievements of 
. Sri Purnaprajna, in brief. 


* * * 
Installing the figure of Sri Krishna at Udupi 


‘Sumadhwavijaya’ has not mentioned the manner in 
which the Acharya secured the idol. But the popular 


version is given below here: 


One day, when the Acharya went to Malpe near 
Udupi for a dip in the sea, he finished his ablutions and 
Started reciting ‘Dwadasa Stotra’, a poem composed by 
him. At that time he observed a boat in the sea slowly 
sinking into the water, Out of compassion he waved his 
upper garment towards the boat. A fine breeze started, 
and the boat gradually floated towards him. When it 
reached the shore safely, the owner offered everything 
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he had, to the Acharya out of gratitude. But the Acharya 
picked up only a big lump of mud which had been putiin 
the bottom for its weight. When he was getting it carried 
towards Udupi it fell down and broke into pieces. One 
fine idol of Balarama which emerged was installed at 
the place, which was later named ‘Odabhandeswara’.There 
was another attractive idol of Sri Krishna. On seeing it 
Madhwa grew into ecstasy and commenced composing on 
the spot, the fifth canto of Dwadasa Stotra, beginning 
with ‘Vasudeva | Aparimeya! Sudhaman !’ The twelfth 
canto ended when he reached his mutt with the idol. 


The Acharya got the idol washed well and immersed 
it in water for some time. When he touched it the idol” 
became very heavy-and even thirty people could not carry ; 
it on their shoulders. The Acharya ‘himself then carried | 
and properly installed it in the mutt with all relevant 
ceremonies well performed. Even today it is the dear 
deity of worship for lakhs of:devotees. | ny 


Purnaprajna went to Badaria second time and 
received the blessings of Lord. Vedavyasa. He then 
started the propagation of Dwaita philosophy. After his 
return, some devotees requested a person who had. 
travelled with Purnaprajna to narrate to them some of the 
great achievements of the guru. ‘It is not possible for me” 
said that person, ‘to recount all'the wonderful things done 
by our Acharya; but! can narrate a few of them’. He. 


proceeded as follows : 


“During our sojourn we saw a chieftain by name 
Mahadeva. He was gettinga tank ready by forcing 


9 


everyone passing that way, to contribute his labour by 
digging the earth. The Acharya was no exception to him. 
But the guru said, ‘We are not accustomed to digging the 
earth. However, if you teach us how to do it we will 
do so.’ That fool agreed and began to dig. Under the 
influence of the Acharya he forgot himself and went on 
digging till the evening. Meanwhile, the Acharya and his 
party had quietly moved on. 


‘‘Later on we all reached the river Ganga. As there 
was a fear of the enemy’s attack, the local Muslim chief 
had ordered country boats not to ply across the river; 
there was no boat to be seen anywhere near. that. spot. 
But the Acharya was undaunted. He asked a disciple to 
catch hold of him, and another to catch hold of. that 
disciple, and_so on in aseries. The guru started 
swimming in the flooded river pulling the others who were 
like the parts of a chain. 


‘‘When. they went. near the opposite shore, several 


Muslim soldiers were ready to stop them from getting on 


to the shore. But witnessing this extra-ordinary feat, 
they were standing. still, dumbfounded. Then they 
moved forward to secure the swimmers. The Acharya 
shouted to them: ‘Soldiers! Do not get into. the water 
and, .endanger your own lives ;. we ourselves are coming 


towards you; we will certainly see your master and then 
move on.’ 


— 


‘‘The soldiers then took them before Nasiruddin, an 
officer under Jalaluddin Khilji who was the Sultan of 
Delhi. He saw the Acharya with a brilliant shining face. 
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He honoured him and put him questions. ‘How didvy 
cross the great Ganga without. the aid of boats? Wh 
do you intend doing? Where are you going now ?’ 


“‘The Acharya with his head held high up, answere 
the officer in his own language — ‘We undertook thi 
hazardous task by the grace of God. We are now goin 
towards the North.’ Acharya’s bravery, majesty an 
clever speech pleased the officer. Instead of punishin 
him. forthe offence of defying the royal proclamation, h 
offered Purnaprajna half-the land over which he ruled. 
But the Acharya said -he had no use for any territory. 


‘“‘When'the Acharya reached Badari, Lord Narayana 
gave him pieces of Saligrama which had been sanctified 
by his own presence as well as that of his spouse, 
Lakshmi. Lord Vedavyasa ordered Purnaprajna_ to clearly 
explain to the people the purport of Mahabharata to 
enable them to grasp the truth propounded in the Vedas. 


“Acharya Purnaprajna returned from Badari, having 
been inspired by Hari about the work he had to undertake. 
When he reached the Ganga as before, there were still 
no boats to ferry them across the river. By his own effort 
the Acharya crossed over to the other side. The ruler 
and the people there admired the extra-ordinary feat of 
the Acharya and then helped to get his disciples also by 
sending some boats to bring them all. 


“One day the disciples of the Acharya were in a playful 
mood on the shore of the river, and they were freely 
boasting of their valour, The Acharya observed this and — 
said; ‘Look here! Let the strongest among you come to me 
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and wrestle with me. If anyone does not apply his tull 
Strength, he will be going against my wishes.’ Fifteen 
of the strong young disciples simultaneously fell upon 
the guru and exerted their utmost strength to. overcome 
him. But the Acharya pinned everyone of them to the 
ground and said, ‘Let those who can, now stand up.’ The 
young men exclaimed, ‘Sir, where is the question of our 
getting up? If you do not leave us now, we will get 
crushed to death under your heavy weight, which is 
comparable to that of Meru. Please spare us our lives.’ 


‘‘At various places on the way, the Acharya lectured 
about the innumerable attributes of Vishnu, the five-fold 
permanent differences and the hierarchy of Jivas. He 
successfully ended his tour and returned to Udupi, the 
abode of Parasurama. | 


‘On the way, devotees gave their offerings to the guru 
at Ishupatha and Goa. After a heavy meal, Purnaprajna 
was given 4,000 well grown plantains and 30 pots of 
milk. He consumed it all and exhibited his immense and 
divine power of digestion. People gathered around him 
in the village ‘Pasupe’. The Acharya treated them to an 
exquisite and harmonious music which would send 
everyone to sleep. As a result of this, even trees like the 
areca immediately yielded flowers and fruits,’’ 
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MADHWA'S ROCK MEMORIAL 
* * * 


Pandit Trivikrama entered into an elaborate argument 
on philosophical topics with Acharya Madhwa. The 
discussions were thorough and based on Vedas and 
supported by immaculate logic. After fifteen days of 
verbal warfare, the Pandit conceded defeat and became 
an ardent disciple of the Acharya. After many years 
elapsed, Pandit Narayanacharya, son of Pandit Trivikrama, 
wrote a fine book—a Mahakavya—entitled ‘Sumadhwa- | 
vijaya’ which describes in detail the biography, the 
conquest of all opponents and many miracles performed 
by Acharya Madhwa. One such miracle is commemorated 
by the standing monument —a great piece of rock—called 
Madhwa’s Rock. Among those who helped to preserve 
the monument are a foreign representative of the British) 
Rulers of India and a Harijan officer presiding over the 
destiny of the Chickamagalur District of Karnataka. What 
had been described in the Puranas, has; now been 
incorporated into Historical documents. — ) 


During his sojourn in South Canara District, Acharya ’ 
Madhwa spent his four months of ordained stay — 
Chaturmasya — at Kanvatirtha. ‘Later on he moved | 
towards Mudigere Taluk in ‘Chickamagalur District. He, 
came to the banks of the river Bhadra at Mavinakere near | 
the village Kalasa. Narayana Pandit describes in this” 
great work (stanzas 7, 8, 9 of XVI canto) as follows: 


“At one place on the bank of the river Tunga (now | 
the place has been identified as being close to the river 
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Bhadra) a thousand men belonging to the place had tried 
to move a huge rock to stem the effects of the river 
water falling on the ground from a great height and 
producing fissures. They had to place the boulderon 
another piece of rock nearby. But the task had been 
abandoned as it had been beyond their capacity. 


“‘When Acharya Madhwa, who had come near the 
place, asked the villagers why the big rock brought so 
far, had not been placed in its proper position, they 
exclaimed ‘O, Leader of Sanyasis! It was hard enough a 
task to bring the rock to this place; but it is impossible, 
even for many men, to lift it up and to place it in the 
desired position. Even if the renowned Bhima were 
here, he might try, but we are not sure he would move 
it to the desired position !’ 


“It was a piece of social work, so far unexecuted 
for want of a proper person to undertake it. In his 
previous birth, the Acharya, as Anjaneya, had carried up 
into air the great Gandhamadana mountain without any 
effort. Now he easily carried the piece of rock with 
his single hand and placed it as desired by the people. 
Even now, that rock near the Tunga (the Bhadra) 


indicates the great miraculous work executed by Sri 
Madhwa !*’ 


On that big stone we can now see the carving, in 
Kannada. script, of the sentence in Sanskrit : 


‘Sri Madhwacharyaireka hastenaaneeya sthapita sila’ 


meaning ‘the rock brought here and fixed in place by Sri 
Madhwacharya by one hand.’ 


In 1877, Mr, R. L. Rice, who was the head of th 
Depariment of Archaeology, Mysore, wrote about t 
miracle in the Mysore Gazetteer, edited by him, in th 
following words (Vol. ll, pp. 399-400) : \ 
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" | |. going through Melangadi and keeping ont 
the river, a sacred place, Ambatirtha, is reached, wher 
the stream rushes very deep betweeen some water-wor 
rocks. At one point is a large boulder, a big square 
shaped stone, placed horizontally on another. On th 
former is an inscription in Sanskrit stating that Madhwa: 
charya brought and placed this with one hand !"’ 


In Vol. VI page 27 of the Epigraphica Karnataka 
published in 1901, Mr. R. L. Rice continues as follows : ” 


“It is an inscription on the top of a big boulder, \ 
called ‘Bheemanakallu’ at the Ambatirtha in the Tunga. 
River. Itstates that the rock was brought there and 
set up with one hand by Madhwacharya. He was. 
the reformer of the 13th Century A.D., who was the 
exponent of the system of Dwaita or Dualism and 
founder of the sect of Madhwa Brahmans. The circum- 
stances under which he brought the stone here are thus: 
related, in the ‘“Sumadhwavijaya’. Maheksha (Acharya 
Madhwa) saw a big rock capable of stopping the fall of © 
water from a height, which had been brought by a 
thousand men for some thirtha and abandoned through 
utter inability. ‘Why was the rock not conveyed to its 
destination for the good of the people?’, he enquired. 
Then the crowd at the place replied that there were no 
men able to convey it there and that even if Bheema 
were to try, it was doubtful whether he could do it or not. 
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Whereupon, he (Madhwacharya) bore up the rock easily 
with one hand as in the form of Hanuman he had borne 
up the mountain (Gandhamadana) and placed it at the 
destined spot, and this rock in the Tunga even now bears 
witness to this deed.”’ 


Madhwas believe firmly that Hanuman became 
Bheema in his next birth and that Bheema became Sri 
Madhwacharya. 


Prathamo Hanumannama dwitiyo Bheema eva cha | 
Purnaprajnastrutiyastu bhagavatkarya sadhakaha I 


The puranas Kurma and Skanda, Brahmanda Sruti, 
Alakapuri Mahatmya, Balitha Sukta of Rig Veda and 


,\ other puranas favour this belief satisfactorily. 


We require a ladder of the length of 15 feet to go 
to the top of the rock and see the inscription thereon. 
About three miles away from the rock, there is a 
building named ‘’Sri Venkataramana Kalyana Mandira’ 
where devotees who come to visit the rock may stay. 
Vessels for cooking food are also available there. Visitors 
may come here in groups by buses and camp here. They 
may enjoy the beauty of the natural scenery, have a 
dip in the holy waters of the Bhadra, go and see the rock 
and the inscription on it, make their arrangements for a 
pleasant outdoor lunch, and finally take rest for some 
time in that place. However, it is difficult to get sour 
milk (curds) ;there. One must arrange to take it there, 
oneself. Every other article of food is available at the 
place. The best season to visit the sacred place is from 
the month of Magha to that of Vaisakha corresponding 
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roughly to the period from the middle of January to the 
middle of May, Thereafter it is the season of inclement 
weather and heavy rains. 


In the month of May 1975, a report reached the. 
Deputy Commissioner of Chickamagalur that some 
miscreants were indulging in the vandalism of unlawfully 
blasting up rocks near the boulder monument. The 
young Harijan Deputy Commissioner, Sri R. Shankarappa, 
took interest in the report and ordered an enquiry. He 
wrote tothe head of the Department of Archaeology, 
Government of Karnataka, who promptly came to the) 
place, examined the situation and reported as follows : 


“With reference to your letter No. DVS. 245/ 
74-75 dated 2nd May, 75 on the above mentioned 
subject, | have inspected the rock called 
‘‘Madhwacharya Bande’’ or ‘‘Bheemanakallu’’ 
situated in the bed of Tunga river at Mavinakere, 
Kalasa Hobli, Mudigere Taluk in the company of 
Assistant Engineer and Tahasildar, Mudigere 
Taluk and | offer my opinion as follows: — 


enn a oe 


“{\ boulder on which an inscription of the 14th | \ 
Century in 2 lines is engraved, is placed on 
another natural rock in the river bed and locally | 
called as “Ambathirtha’’. The inscription is in | 
two lines and reads :- 


Sri. Madhwacharyair-eka-hastenaaniya Sthapita 
Sila’ 

‘“4t means that Sri Madhwacharya brought this 
boulder with one hand and erected in this spot. 


. 
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There is'a reference in Madhwavijaya to this 
act of Madhwacharya. According to this, Sri 
Madhwacharya saw a big rock capable of suppor- 
ting the fall of water from a height, which had 
been brought by’ thousand men for some tirtha 
and, abandoned because of their inability. Sri 
Madhwacharya enquired as to why the rock had 
not been conveyed to its destination for the good 
of the people. The people at the place said that 
there were no men who were capable of doing 
this work and that even if Bheema were to try this, 
it is doubtful if he would be able to achieve this. 


‘Sri Madhwacharya listening to this, lifted the rock 


easily with one hand, as in the form of ‘Hanuman’ 
he had borne up the mountain, Gandhamadana, 
and placed it at the destined spot. This rock in 
the Tunga bears witness to his deed even now. 


. ‘Although the above literary reference echoes 


a tradition, the inscription is of importance as 
a historical monument. It therefore deserves 
‘to be protected as such. The Directorate of 


os Archaeology will take necesSary action to protect 
‘this, and suitable proposal will be sent to Govern- 


ment in this regard. 


‘As for the question of quarrying in the vicinity 
of this boulder, it is my opinion that if quarrying 
is continued it will damage the inscribed rock. 
As a measure of protection it is proposed to 
put up a.roof and also to provide steps to climb 
the boulder to view the inscription. 
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"The stone already quarried and cut to size is — 
Government property). The quarrying and cutting — 
of the same is an unauthorised act. I, therefore, 4 
suggest that the quarried stones be auctioned and — & 
the revenue realised be deposited to’ the relevant 
P.W.D. head of account and the same may be ~ 
utilised to carry out the necessary preservation — 
measures detailed above. | 


“‘It is very important that the auction should be 
done forthwith as otherwise, with the onset of 
monsoon, consequent floods will wash away the 
quarried stones, causing loss of revenue. The 
Executive Engineer, Chickamagalur, may kindly 
be addressed to extend co-operation in having 
estimates prepared and the work executed.” 


Sufficient correspondence has been going on with the 
Government on this subject. Already a portion of the 
boulder has been damaged by the indiscriminate blasting 
in near about places. 


On account of extreme weather conditions in the 
summer and the rainy seasons, the surface of the rock has 
been eroded and letters of the inscription are oraduy 
getting blurred. 


The Indian Express, Bangalore Edition, published 
article on the 13th June 1979, and thereupon the Revenut 
Secretary to the Government of Karnataka asked for details 
from the head of the State Department of Archaeology. — 


In his letter No, CSW/CMG/MBD/76-77 dated t 
3rd July 1979, the head of the Department of Archaeology 


a ll 


19 


has stated that correspondence is going on between the 
Deputy Commissioner of Chickamagalur and the Executive 
Engineer of the District, and the Engineer should do the 
needful in preparing an estimate for the work and so on. 


On 9thJuly 1979 I. sent printed letters individually 
to about 28 heads of Madhwa Mutts requesting them that 
they should do something positively to protect the rock 
monument, and | had suggested that they could make a 
four month seasonal stay—Chaturmasya—at the place, 
hold occasional sabhas for propagation of knowledge, 
camp periodically and stay there with their disciples, 
thereby making the place sacred as ‘Southern Badari’. 
Except for the moral support to my suggestions by the 
_ head of the Coondapur Vyasaraja Mutt, there has been no 
response at all from others to my request. 


| wrote tothe Chief Secretary, Government of Karna- 
taka, on 6th June1979, and again on 30th June 1979, 
about the protection of the rock inscription: 1 received 
a letter No. RD. 136. MET 79 dated 31-7-1979 from the 
Secretary, Revenue Department, stating that the Govern- 
ment is attending to the protection of the monument. 
On 1-2-1980, the Secretary, Revenue Department, has 
endorsed that the Deputy Commissioner, Chickamagalur, 
has been ordered to take immediate action to protect the 
rock. Acopy of the Endorsement issued in this behalf 
by the Secretary to Government, Revenue Department, is 
appended on page 22 of this book. The Executive Engi- 
neer, Chickamagalur, has written to me on 10-4-1980 
Stating that he has prepared an estimate and sent it to the 
Deputy Commissioner, Chickamagalur, for necessary 
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action. Further:action by the Deputy Commissioner, 
Chickamagalur, is awaited. 


| have also givena few. photographs of the rock 
here. Itis estimated that Rs. 50,000 may have to be 
spentito protect the monument and \to’ provide:'a | shel 
roof over the rock in ‘the centre of. the river Bhadra. 


It is doubtful if protection to the monument 2 be 
provided by the end of 1980 by the. Government in the 
midst of its multifarious activities...» It..will be a pleasant 
surprise if it can be done. Already five long years have 
elapsed since the agitation started. The entire Madhwa 
community must. stand up for the protection of the 
monument, and with one voice, decide firmly about.the 
need for suitable action. cata 


it 


Starting with Madhwanavami of the year Siddhartha, 
if Madhwa ‘Sanghas of various towns and devotees of 
the Acharya. Start, collecting funds with the. co-operation 
of all, considerable work can be done without undue 
delay by at least the next Madhwanavami. 


| hope that atleast now all Madhwas will join hands \ 
to ensure protection to the monument remembering the 
work of the English officer and the Harijan head of the 
District in commemorating the miracle performed ay our 
revered Acharya. 


Even if the matter is not directly pertinent to this 
‘topic, | have tried to show how indifferent we, have 
been to the special. information about Pajaka, the birth 
place of Madhwacharya. I have separately given an 


i 


———_ °° °° °° 


(apis auo) YOO s,emypeYy 


View from atop Madhwa’s Rock. 
Acharya’s figure with his sacred staff 
and water pitcher for ablutions. 


SLEL ul eBewep 3Yy61\s 03 pa,9elqns 
(apis sey3oue wos) yoy s,emypeyy 


Inscription on the Rock brought and 
placed by the Acharya with one hand 
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extract from the Gazetteer (South Canara District — See 
page 23) published by the Government of Karnataka, From 
this also it will be evident how far Madhwa community 
has been indifferent towards the place of birth of their 
revered Acharya. In that extract there are some details 
about the locale of ‘Belle’ and ‘Kunjaru’ villages and 
there is no_ information of. special importance about 
Pajaka. This..Gazetteer contains detailed ;information 
about several institutions which came into existence after 
1970. But owing toour indifference we have not 
furnished in time to the Government, information about 
astonishing things that happened over seven .hundred 
years ago!. Who is responsible:for this’ state.of apathy — 
the Government or the Madhwa Community ?>?} What has 
Akhila Bharata Madhwa Mahamandal to say to this, 
in reply ? ee ae 


| conclude my writing by quoting a verse Gon our 
great guru, Sri Vyasaraja: 


Matprerakena harina ya puja Swasya karita / 
Vagyajnarupa Lakshmisastaya preenatu Kesavaha || 


(Hari, the Lord of Lakshmi, has directed me to. worship Him 
by offering a sacrifice in the form of words. May Kesava 
be pleased with that worship !) 
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GOVERNMENT. OF KARNATAKA® ~ | 


No. RD. 136. MET 79 Bangalore ~ 
Dated 1-2-198( 


ENDORSEMENT svi 664 : 


Ref :- 1. This Department endameniant “af ¢ even numbé 
dated 31-7-1979,. .- socloiree 


ed to the Chief acca to Government of | 
Karnataka, Bangalore. : 


With reference to his representation dated 19-12- 79 
on the subject mentioned above, Sri H. Raghavendra Rao 
is informed that the Deputy Commissioner, Chickamagalu ' 
District, has been asked to take immediate action for 
providing shelter over. “MADHWACHARYA BANDE” a 
proposed by the Director of Archaeology, Mysore. The 
Deputy Commissioner, Chickamagalur, has been requeste d 


to expedite the matter. ; 
Further details, if any, may please be obtained from 
the Deputy Commissioner, Chickamagalur District / 
Tahsildar, Mudigere Taluk. 
sd./ P. K. JOSHI 


Under Secretary to Government 
Revenue Department 
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KARNATAKA STATE GAZETTEER 
South Canara District iv 


Published. in 1973 _ 


Extract from page 726 


“Belle is 9 kms. South East ‘of Udupi. _ Pajaka 
Kshetra near here is famous as the birth ‘place of the 
great saint Madhwacharya. “An image of his was set up 
at this spot’ where he was born and which is known as 
Mudumatha, by the Swamy of Sode Matha more than 500 
years ago. The Swamy of Kaniyur Matha (one of the 
Eight Mathas established by Madhwacharya) holds 
charge of the building and the Matha at Belle. Certain 
spots are still shown in and around the village as places 
where the great Acharya as a young boy exhibited his 
occult powers, for example, his jumping from a hill 
at the call of his mother and killing a snake, which was a 
terror to the villagers. There is a large tank at the back 
of his ancestral home. .. .”’ 


*“‘Kunjaru - A hamlet of Kurkal is about 11 kms. from 
Udupi. The hamlet consists of two small hills, one of 
which is about 300 ft. and the other about 200 ft. in 
height. These two hills are called Kunjarugiri and 
Parashuramagiri respectively. It is said that Madhwa- 
charya, the propounder of the Dwaita Philosophy, was 
born in Pajaka Kshetra which is close by. The natural 
scenery round about these two hills is highly enchanting. 
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On the top of Kunjarugiri hill, there is’ a small. temple 
dedicated to Mahishasura Mardini who is said to have 
been worshipped by Madhwacharya.. Parashuramagiri_ 
(also called Vimana Giri) has several caves. There are 
four pushkarinis (ponds) in the four directions of Parashu-_ 
ramagiri called Banateertha, Gadateertha, Parashuteertha 
and Dhanushteertha. The Mahishasura Mardini Temple 
is looked after by the Adamaru Matha. On one of the 


raw. stones of Kunjarugiri there is an image of . Parasu- 
rama. After crossing these two hills the visitor cans sh 


Madhwacharya was born."’ (See a/so the extract on p age 
747 of the same Volume) 
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OPINION 


| was pleased after having read your book ‘Bheemana 
Kallu or Madhwacharya’s Rock’. In that book you have 
not only collected from the beginning to the end, all the 
information provided by the officers of the Department of 
Archaeology and other research scholars, regarding this 
rock but also printed photographs of the writing on the 
rock with a great deal of effort. Thus you have provided 
the extra-ordinary testimony of the writing on the rock, 
to all those interested in the life of Sri Madhwacharya. 


Those who are well versed in deciphering ancient 
writings have yet to study and determine conclusively 
whether this writing belongs to the time of Acharya 
Madhwa of the 13th Century A.D. Even if the authorities 
do not agree that it was engraved on the rock during the 
lifetime of Sri Madhwacharya, it cannot be denied that 
at a later date, the story of the Acharya’s extra-ordidary 
feat, which was a current topic in his time, was engraved 
on the rock by means of a script and a carving of the 
Acharya’s figure with his holy Stick (Danda) and the 
Vessel used for his ablutions (Kamandal/u). 


| pray that your praiseworthy efforts to arouse the 
interests of the masses and of the Government in the 
matter of the proper protection of this monument, will 
meet with an early success. 


Dr. K, Krishnamurthy 
Dharwar Prof. and Head of the Department 
11-3-1980 of Sanskrit, Karnatak University 
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By the Same Publishers 


Sri Hanumadvaibhavam (in Kannada) 


Summary with Moola Slokas of the Seventh Chapter 
of Sriman Mahabharata Tatparya Nirnaya (Sundara 
Kanda Katha Nirupana) of Sri Anandatirtha. fj 

Re. 1/-. (Postage Extra) 


Bheemana Kallu or Madhwacharyara Bande | 
(in Kannada) (\llustrated) — Re. 1/50 (Postage Extra) 


PUBL ICATIONS AWAITED 


Pajaka Kshetra (in Kannada) (Sri Anandatirtha’s 
Birth Place) — Illustrated descriptions 
Probable Date of. Release - ue dese! 1980 


Tatparya Chandrika — 


Magnum Opus of Sri Vyasaraja on Dwaita Philosophy 
(Moola only in Devanagari) — About 100 leaves.. 
Pre-Publication Price: Rs. 30/-2é-yorders received 
before 30-9-1980 ~*~ , 
Date of Release - Sri Vyasaraja Aradhana March 1981 


or 1982 


Sri Vayuleela Vistarana of Sri Padmanabha Tirtha- 
delineating the biography and works of Sri Ananda- 
tirtha consisting of 8 chapters with 1,100 slokas — 
Original manuscript stated to. be available in Kashmir. 


For further details contact : 


H, Raghavendra Rao .- 
Hare Pahi Prakashana 
3rd Main, 3rd Cross, Prakashnagar, Bangalore-21 


